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About Us
The Indo Ocean Project (IOP) was established in June 2017 as an Indonesian Non-

Profit Foundation. IOP has been working together with local dive centres, 

independent researchers, and local communities and initiatives to carry out scientific 

research to address marine conservation issues in this area of the Indo-Parcific 

region. 

 

Indo Ocean Project uses standardised citizen science and scientific approaches 

to ocean surveys, focused on the key issues facing marine conservationists 

today. 

 

Project headquarters are located on the island of Nusa Penida off the southern coast 

of Bali in Indonesia. 

 

Here at Indo Ocean Project we generate high quality scientific data to inform local 

mangers and stakeholders about the environmental status in the Marine Protect 

Areas including; tracking shark and ray populations, coral and mangrove restoration, 

micro and ocean plastic survey, and community outreach programs. 

 

Each project is designed and approved by the Indo Ocean Project board to stay true 

to our mission and vision for a healthier ocean.
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Mission & Vision
Mission –

Conserving Indonesia’s marine environment through research and education.

 

Vision –

At Indo Ocean Project we envision a healthy and profitable marine ecosystem 

throughout Indonesia to benefit the growing tourism industry and help protect the 

livelihoods of local coastal communities for generations. With the help of our free open 

access data base we contribute to local legislation to support the creation and 

maintenance of marine parks. The laws that are in place to protect our reefs are based 

on scientific truths and are respected and enforced. We see more fishing communities 

across South East Asia turning to eco tourism business models and sustainable fishing 

practices. All local fishing practices adhere to national fishing laws set in place by the 

Ministry of Fisheries & Marine Affairs. 

 

How we accomplish our goals –

- Non-invasive methodology on all research projects

- Training new research divers and creating ocean advocates

- Education of local and tourists alike on current conservation issues and what we can 

do to help

- Hosting international research projects and being an outlet for new and young 

scientists to develop individual research projects

- Restoring Indonesia’s mangrove populations with cultivation and transplantation

- Being 100% carbon neutral leaving no carbon foot print and teaching others in the 

community to do the same through our mangrove restoration program

- And of course, going on AWESOME dives!
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Board Members
Lauren Sparks

Founder/Project Manager

Harry Jambi

Chairman

Pascal Sebastian

Lead Scientist

Serena Stean

Program Director

Michaela Dudasova

Board Member
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6



Background Information
The Republic of Indonesia is an island nation located mainly in Southeast Asia 

with some territories in Oceania. It is situated between the Indian and Pacific 

oceans. It is the world's largest island country with more than 17,000 islands. 

Indonesia is the world's 4th most populated country with an estimated 

population of 260 million. Because of it's topography, the sea is, and has always 

been, an important source of food and income. In modern days, it has 

additionally been a growing attraction for tourism, which has in turn lead to an 

increasingly larger portion of the Indonesian economy. 

 

Even though local initiatives have already been made to preserve the wildlife in 

the ocean, such as the establishment of the Marine Project Area (MPA) 

surrounding Nusa Penida, mismanagement, overfishing, habitat loss (e.g. coral 

reef and mangrove forests) are current conservation issues in the country. In fact, 

Indonesia has been ranked as the number one shark fishing nation in the world 

for the last 2 decades. 

 

Mangrove forests and reef building corals are a natural barrier for protecting the 

coastline against erosion, sea level changes, storm surges and tsunamis. These key 

ecosystems also helps to support the adjacent coral reef systems by providing 

nutrients and, most importantly, being a nursery ground for numerous marine 

species such as sharks, fish and crustaceans. Therefore, the protection and 

sustainable use of these vulnerable ecosystems will improve the livelihoods of 

local communities, protect biodiversity and secure long-term ecotourism in the 

country.
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Sharks have been roaming the oceans for the past 400 million years, surviving multiple 

major extinctions, but in less than a century, we have pushed those creates to a critical 

point. "Sharks are more vulnerable today than every before", said Boris Worm, a 

professor of biology at Canada's Dalhousie University. An estimated 73 million sharks are 

killed each year that works out to more than 10 000 sharks per hour. The most 

significant threats are overfishing, habitat loss and pollution. It is well documented the 

role of sharks as key species in the ecosystem they inhabit. As apex predators, sharks 

maintain the balance between the trophic levels of the food chain. Through a cascade 

effect, a decline in sharks can result an increase of primary producers (algae). This lack of 

balance has been shown to have a negative effect on reefs, and ultimately on the 

livelihoods of local communities.

 

Mangrove forests and reef building corals provide an important nursery ground for 

commercially valuable species of bony fish and crustaceans, but also for elasmobranchs 

(sharks and rays), such as bull sharks (Carcharhinus leucas), hammerhead sharks 

(Sphyrna spp.), white and black tip reef sharks (Triaenodon obesus & Carcharhinus 

melanopterus) among others. Despite its value in ecosystem services, mangroves and 

coral reefs in Indonesia are being destroyed for their commercial value and coastal 

development.

 

Plastic accumulating in our oceans and on our beaches has become a global crisis. 

Billions of pounds of plastic can be found in swirling convergences that make up about 

40% of the world's ocean surfaces. At current rates, plastic is expected to outweigh all 

the fish in the sea by 2050.  Plastic pollution has a direct and deadly effect on wildlife. 

Thousands of seabirds and sea turtles, seals and other marine mammals are killed each 

year after ingesting plastic or getting entangled in it. Microplastics are broken-down 

plastic waste, synthetic fibers, and beads found in personal hyiegene product. These 

microplastics are possibly the leading issue facing marine conservations today. 

Threats
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Projects
1. BRUV - Baited Remote Underwater Video

 

2. Roving Survey Dives

 

3. Photo Identification (Sharks, Rays, and Turtles)

 

4. Coral Restoration & Nursery

 

5. Mangrove Restoration & Nursery Project

 

6. Save The Plastic - Marine Debris and Microplastic Survey
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BRUV

BRUV’s consist of a GoPro that is 

mounted on a frame. 1 kg of 

standardized bait is placed in a 

wire cage mounted on a pole in 

the camera’s field of view.  BRUV 

sampling is conducted 

throughout the marine park 

at predetermined locations using 

a random number generator to 

avoid location bias and are placed 

in daylight hours..

 

The deployments are done in an 

area between 4m and 30m of 

depth, with a flat bottom to 

maximize line of sight.. BRUV’s are 

deployed using SCUBA gear and 

diving lift bags to guide it away 

from live coral and to orient the 

BRUV facing down current. The 

BRUV is in the water for over 60 

minutes and other activities (e.g 

training dives or survey dives) are 

simultaneously conducted no 

closer than 250m from the BRUV 

site.

 

At both the start and the end of 

each deployment environmental 

variables are measured including, 

water current speed, salinity, 

bottom depth, visibility and water 

temperature. Each video is viewed 

twice by two trained volunteers 

and data is recorded. Every 

elasmobranch or commercially 

valuable fish species present in 

the frame is counted and 

recorded.

Methodology Introduction
Due to the difficulties of 

studying elasmobranch 

abundance in the wild, 

different techniques had to 

be invented in order to 

address different ecological 

questions. One of these 

techniques is the Baited 

Remote Underwater Video 

(BRUV). This shark study 

method has been used in 

numerous studies around the 

world and has been shown 

very successful.

Objectives
The BRUV project is 

part of Dr. Mark Bond’s 

(Florida International 

University) research to 

estimate and compare 

the relative abundance 

of predator fish species, 

including sharks and 

rays, inside and outside 

marine protected areas 

(MPAs). These species 

are also the most 

commercially valuable 

and play and 

important role in the 

ecosystem and 

developing success 

marine park 

management 

strategies
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ROVING SURVEY DIVES

Methodology
The survey team consists of 8 

research divers and 1 dive master. 

 Lead by our resident marine 

biologist and certified divemaster , 

the research team records all 

correctly identified indicator 

species over 30cm for the 

duration of 30 minutes. The size is 

confirmed using a t-stick device 

that is 1 meter by 30 cm and data 

is recorded n slates including 

species name, number of 

individuals, size, sex, time, and 

depth.

 

Once on the surface the group’s 

data is compared and combined 

into one set of data per survey 

dive and is inputted into the 

databases every afternoon.

 

Each research assistant is 

provided with a fish identification 

pre-arrival study guide. They also 

undergo a thorough training upon 

arrival including methodology and 

fish identification training before 

their data is counted.

Introduction
Being able to conduct rapid species assessments is 

becoming increasingly more important as a 

conservation research tool. Our research team uses 

the ‘Roving Diver Technique”, a visual surveying 

method designed specifically for actively seeking 

out and positively identifying indicator species. 

Data on species composition, sighting frequency, 

and abundance of all fishes are collected using this 

surveying method.

Objectives
The data is submitted into various online 

databases including eOceans, SharkBase, and 

Reef.org. By submitting the data onto these 

platforms we contribute to marine conservation 

efforts worldwide.  Furthermore we input into our 

own free and open access database. This data is 

shared with Indonesia's department of fisheries as 

well as used in our resident biologists research,

 

Partnered with the Baited Remote Underwater 

Video project we use the collective data and 

results to change to parameters of the marine 

reserve to create a more effective local marine 

management strategy. Regulating non-fishing 

zones and limiting tourist access to critical 

habitats.
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PHOTO IDENTIFICATION
Introduction
Effective marine conservation 

and management practices for 

threatened species rely heavily 

on an in-depth knowledge of 

population dynamics. This 

includes abundance and 

distribution, habitat use, and life 

history parameters. In the past 

this information has been 

collected using a capture-mark-

recapture technique. However 

with the advancement of 

photographic and identification 

technology we are now able to 

collect the information using a 

non-invasive method. 

Photographic identification is 

the method of using 

photographs of an animal’s 

natural markings for individual 

identification, and has recently 

been used increasingly as a 

reliable tool to track individuals 

over time. The use of photo-ID 

offers many advantages over the 

conventional tagging methods, 

as it is non-invasive, low cost, and 

has proved to be reliable over 

long periods of time. However 

identifying individuals using 

photo-ID may become time 

consuming as the number of 

photographs in the database 

increases. Additionally, intensive 

training is required to become 

familiar with the characteristics 

and the population features in 

order to obtain correct 

matching.

Methodology
Profile pictures are taken and selected during Survey 

Dives. Confirmed ID photos will be logged and 

submitted to online databases as well as the Indo 

Ocean Project database.

We use a non-subjective computer assisted process 

using coding of the facial profiles of turtles, full body 

profiles of sharks, and the blotches on the bellies of 

manta rays on the i3s identification software.

Objectives
The identification of individuals within a population 

and the collection of reliable information on 

distribution, habitat use, and life history traits are the 

minimum requirement for behavioural and ecological 

studies of a species. Therefore, this project is designed 

to provide valuable information to marine biologists 

around the world to help create better management 

strategies and educational outlets on the marine 

mega fauna in Indonesia's top diving destinations.

 

The regular and seasonal sightings of reef manta rays 

(Mobula alfredi) makes this a desirable region for dive 

tourism and research. These large marine fish have 

been classified as "Vulnerable" on the IUCN Red List 

and have been included on the CITES Appendix II list 

calling for their protection. Further research is needed 

to track and monitor these species inside and outside 

the Komodo National Park and comparing these 

images with Nusa Penida, which is where the 

Komodo mantas migrate to every year.
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BIODIVERSITY MAPPING

Introduction
As the dive industry increases 

across Indonesia, the biodiversity 

and general reef health 

becomes increasingly 

economically valuable and 

potentially at risk. In order to 

better understand the 

biodiversity of the region and 

the impacts of tourism over 

time, we produce a high 

resolution map and inventory on 

the overall biodiversity of 

selected areas throughout the 

marine park. Special emphasis 

will be placed on the reef crest 

through sea grass plains. 

 

We will identify benthic sessile 

organisms and cryptic 

invertebrates to the lowest 

possible classification. 

Additionally, we will survey 

benthic and mesobenthic fish 

species through a stationary fish 

census. 

Methodology

Using transects and quadrat methodology the 

research team positions the quadrats throughout the 

study site. Corals within each quadrat are  identified 

to genus level using photos taken from the mounted 

GoPro. For more ambiguous taxa e.g. stony corals and 

benthic invertebrates, macro photos will be used for 

identification purposes. The random fish census will 

be performed until the species accumulation curve is 

saturated (new species identified drops below 5%).

 

The collected data will is used to determine coral 

cover percentage and biodiversity will be calculated 

based on the Shannon-Weiner index.

Objectives
This data set will provide a detailed picture of the local 

biodiversity and will set the base for future research both 

at Indo Ocean Project and with the local marine park. 

We are able to track coral diseases and damage due to 

natural events such as coral bleaching and storms with 

annual standardised surveys of our study sites.
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CORAL RESTORATION
Introduction
Indonesia boasts some of the 

most unspoiled and bio 

diverse coral reefs in the 

world. We are lucky to have 

such a rich baseline to be 

working from, but 

conservationists are 

concerned for the future of 

our reefs. The island is 

developing quickly and with 

it we can expect some 

impact on our coastlines. 

Methodology
Interns collect naturally 

occurring fragments from the 

surrounding areas and attach 

them to a fixed rope structure 

in water between 12m-5m as 

well as to fixed nursery 

structures. As the fragments 

grow large enough they are 

then out-planted to nearby 

reefs at similar depths of 

water via the hitching 

technique.

Objectives
Our friends from New Heaven Reef 

Conservation in Koh Tao have had enormous 

success in the ability to regenerate degraded 

areas using this method. In October 2018, two 

of the New Heaven staff members visited 

Indo Ocean Project to help us build and 

install our first coral nursery.
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MANGROVE PROJECT

Introduction
Mangroves are arguably the 

most diverse and important 

habitats on the planet. They are 

a nursery ground for most reef 

fish, creatures, and corals, and 

provide essential support to 

other near by marine 

ecosystems. They are also one of 

the best ‘Carbon Sinks’! In 

essence, mangroves are nature 

answer to climate change and 

contribute towards the global 

reduction of greenhouse gas 

emissions.

 

1/5th of the world’s mangrove 

population disappeared over the 

last decade. The primary threats 

to mangrove destruction are 

coastal development, their use 

as a rubbish dump, and 

overexploitation. Protecting 

these vital ecosystems has 

become more important than 

ever.

Methodology
Our interns regularly go out to collect mangrove 

propagules (seeds) along the coastline of Nusa 

Penida and Nusa Lembongan. These seedlings are 

brought back to headquarters, cleaned, and planted 

in a salted soil compost mixture and kept in our 

mangrove nursery for optimal growth. With daily 

watering from our recycled wash bins, the 

propagules are ready for transplanting after 3-6 

months along predetermined locations in Nusa 

Penida. Once that have been transplanted, their 

growth and success rate is monitored with weekly 

visits to the replantation zone.

Objectives
The transplanted mangrove seedlings thrive in 

the Lembongan Mangrove reserve aiding in the 

continue growth of this vital ecosystem. It also 

effects the local eco tour operators offering 

mangrove tours. 
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MARINE PLASTIC ASSESSMENT
Introduction

The Marine Plastic 

Pollution Assessment aims to 

provide expertise and accurate 

data on the type and the marine 

plastic pollution level to local 

government. By assessing the local 

situation, we can provide policy 

recommendations and easy to 

implement actions to 

reduce marine plastic pollution.

All the data collected via the 5 

Gyres Manta Trawl are 

communicated to the organization 

as part of a worldwide marine 

plastic pollution estimation.

Objectives

In order to cover the entire spectrum of marine plastic 

pollution, we collect data via three different channels.  

 

Beach surveys are performed on the same 500m 

beach for one hour. Then the collected debris are 

weighted, separated and every single item 

counted (cigarettes butts, plastic bottles, diapers, 

straws, foam, etc.). Environmental variables are 

recorded as weather condition and tide level. 

 

Microplastic water samples are performed thanks to 

the 5 Gyres Manta Trawl. We follow the 5 Gyres 

Institute protocol. The Manta Trawl is deployed on the 

side of the boat and skim the surface of the water for 

at least 20 minutes. Once the sample collected we 

analyses the content, separate and count each piece 

(film, pellet, foam, fragment, line). Additional variables 

are recorded as currents, ocean stat and speed of the 

boat. During the trawl sample, a visual observation of 

floating debris is performed recording the type, size, 

distance from the boat buoyancy and colour. 

 

Dives against debris are performed regularly. The 

debris collected are separated and counted. 

Additional data are recorded as depth of the debris, 

dive time, dive site and number of divers.

Marine Plastic Pollution is a global problem with local 

solutions. Studies have established that 80% of the 

plastic in the Ocean comes from land-based sources. 

Due to improper disposal or management on land and 

transported by winds and rain, trash finds its way to the 

Ocean through rivers and water streams. That pollution 

has a devastating impact on marine ecosystems and 

marine life, as well as on human health.

 

Methodology



Certification Courses
Interns at Indo Ocean Project will receive their Dive Master 

course as well as 5 specialty certifications written and 

designed by our team to train them in the methodology 

and practices of our research. These certification courses 

are designed to create 'certified citizen scientists' and is 

used to limit bias and human error when our scientists 

create publications. Having a standardised training 

program approved by certification agencies allows our 

data to be used within the scientific community and 

creates a base for comparison across regions of study.

 

The courses we provide are:

1. SSI Marine Ecology & Fish ID

2. AWARE Manta Conservation

3. SSI Shark Ecology

4. SSI Coral Ecology & Identification

5. SSI Sea Turtle Ecology

6. Dive Master
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Marine Ecology & Fish ID
This program provides a general understanding of the complex 

and exciting science of marine ecology, which is the study of how 

organisms interact with each other and the environment, the flow 

of energy through communities, and the link between ocean 

ecosystems. 

You will also learn the roving survey diver and BRUV techniques 

and take part in an intensive fish ID training of our indicator 

species. 

You will earn the SSI Marine Ecology Specialty certification after 

completing this program.

 

This course includes:

Workshop (2.5 hours)

2 survey training dives

Final Exam and Fish ID test
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Manta Conservation
The Manta Ray Conservation Specialty will introduce you to the 

classifications of manta rays, manta ray physiology and features, 

reproduction, habitats, cleaning, feeding, diving with manta rays 

and manta ray conservation. This is a non diving course, although 

you will be able to implement this course with regular manta dives 

when taking part in our Penida Project.

You will earn a PADI Manta Conservation Distinctive Specialty 

certification on the completion of this course. 

This course was written by our in-

house manta specialist and 

PADI/SSI Dive Master Instructor, 

Serena Stean. It includes a 2 hour 

workshop & knowledge review
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Shark Ecology
Many humans fear sharks, but is that reputation deserved? By 

taking the SSI Shark Ecology program, you will learn how sharks 

and their behavior are often misunderstood, and how you can 

safely observe them in their natural habitat, the current issue 

facing shark conservation, and shark identification. 

You will earn the SSI Shark Ecology Specialty certification after 

completing this program.

 

This course was written by our 

in-house shark specialist and 

PADI/SSI Dive Master Instructor, 

Serena Stean. It includes a 

2 hour workshop and 

knowledge reviews.
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Coral Ecology & ID
Coral reefs are the building blocks of many ocean ecosystems. This 

program teaches you the skills and concepts required to recognize 

and identify common families of coral species to the genus level. 

You will earn the SSI Coral Identification Specialty certification 

after completing this program.

This course was written and 

designed by our in-house marine 

biologist, Pascal Sebastian and 

includes:

Ecology Workshop (2 hours)

Identification Workshop (2 hours)

2 coral identification and  

transplanting training dives

Theoretical exam

Coral identification exam
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Turtle Conservation
This course will introduce the biology of sea turtles, threats to their 

survival, issues and challenges in conserving sea turtles, as well as 

to introduce the National Legislation and International 

Conventions in protecting sea turtles. Apart from that, this course 

will also introduce the ongoing sea turtle research, conservation 

and outreach program conducted by The Great Ocean Log..

This course includes:

- Workshop (2 hours)

- Knowledge reviews

- Turtle ID and I3S pattern training

- Placement at Nusa Penida's 

   turtle hospital to help care for 

   and release local sea turtles
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Divemaster
The Divemaster course is your first level of professional training. 

Working closely with your mentoring dive instructor you’ll fine tune 

your dive skills, like perfecting the effortless hover, and refine your 

rescue skills so you anticipate and easily solve common problems. 

You’ll gain dive knowledge, management and supervision abilities 

so you become a role model to divers everywhere.

 

Before you can be a good research diver, you first must be a good 

diver. The Divemaster and Research Diver Internship will give you 

the skills needed to work either in marine conservation/research or 

the diving industry. 

 

The Divemaster course teaches you to be a leader and take charge 

of dive activities. Through knowledge development sessions with 

your mentoring instructor, Watermanship skills exercises and 

workshops, and hands on practical assessment, you develop the 

skills to organize and direct a variety of scuba activities. In 

partnership with your research diver internship you will be able to 

conduct and lead various marine research.
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Divemaster Workshops
BRUV /Knots /Lift  Bag /Search  and  Recovery  Workshop

This  part  classroom  but  mainly  hands-on  practical  workshop  wil l  refresh  

your  compass  ski l ls ,  teach  you  how  to  t ie  knots  and  use  a  l i f t  bag ,  as  well  

as  some  kinaesthetic  learning  on  how  to  successful ly  deploy  and  retr ieve  

our  Baited  Remote  Underwater  Video  (BRUV ) .

Recreational  Dive  Planner  Workshop

Many  Divemaster  candidates  have  never  used  the  RDP  or  eRDPML ,  and  i f  

they  have  they  may  have  only  spent  15  minutes  years  ago  going  through  i t  

quickly  as  part  of  the  Open  Water  course .  This  workshop  i s  designed  to  

make  sure  you  know  al l  about  i t ,  how  to  use  both ,  and  also  how  you  can  

go  on  to  teach  i t  in  a  way  that  your  future  students  wil l  understand .

Briefings  &  Assisting  Dives /Courses  Workshop

Learn  how  to  give  fun ,  thorough  boat  and  dive  brief ings ,  with  the  

opportunity  to  practice  and  f ine  tune  in  the  classroom  before  giving  them  

to  guests .  Also  understand  how  to  behave  and  help  when  assist ing  one  of  

our  experienced  divemasters  or  instructors  with  customers  and  students .

Mapping  &  Leading  Dives  Workshop

Another  major  part  of  the  Divemaster  program  is  learning  how  to  lead  

dives  and  eventual ly  guide  guests .  In  this  workshop  we  look  at  how  this  

can  be  enjoyable ,  safe  and  fun .  Combined  with  this  is  the  ful l  brief ing  on  

the  mapping  project  part  of  your  Divemaster ,  in  a  team  you  wil l  complete  

a  ful l  guide  to  a  designated  dive  site  around  Nusa  Penida  including ;  Dive  

Site  Map ,  Dive  Brief ing ,  Site  Description  and  Species  List .

Rescue  &  O2  Workshop

We  revis it  the  rescue  scenario  of  locating ,  surfacing  and  assist ing  an  

unconscious  diver  in  the  classroom ,  together  going  through  the  steps  

required  as  part  of  a  team  rescue .  We  also  revis it  the  practice  of  CPR   and  

how  to  setup  and  administer  O2 .  

Skil l  Demonstrations  Workshop

Part icipate  in  pool  sessions  where  you  are  taught  how  to  demonstrate  

ski l ls  f rom  both  PADI  and  SSI  courses  by  our  highly  experienced  PADI  

Master  Instructor /SSI  Assistant  Instructor  Trainer ,  with  addit ional  video  

sessions  and  practice  t ime .

Emergency  Assistance  Plan  Workshop

This  classroom  session  gives  you  al l  the  tools  needed  to  complete  your  

assigned  Emergency  Assistance  Plan  for  your  assigned  scenario .
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The Interns Role
With  a  maximum  capacity  of  10  divemaster  interns ,  the  

working  force  of  the  Marine  Conservation  Project  is  very  

valuable .  When  the  interns  arrive ,  they  are  requested  to  

complete  the  introduction  and  conservation  workshops  

in  order  to  gain  the  skills  needed  to  conduct  the  

underwater  surveys .  Once  certified  they  receive  specific  

training  in  areas  of  the  project  where  they  will  be  able  to  

participate  in  surveys  afterwards .

 

The  engagement  of  the  volunteers  in  the  daily  work  of  

this  project  and  with  the  local  l ife  is  important  for  them  

to  understand  the  current  problems  and  work  towards  

the  solutions .  This  realization  is  essential  for  the  

achievement  of  the  project ’s  aims  as  they  represent  the  

driving  force  that  will  help  to  change  the  ideas  into  a  

reality .

 

The  intern  will  take  part  in  every  aspect  of  the  

conservation  and  divemaster  training  program  with  

working  hours  varying  from  5-8  hours  work  per  day .  

Independent  study  including  pre-arrival  studying  is  

required  to  have  the  data  count .  Download  the  pre-

arrival  study  guides  and  contact  your  instructor  with  any  

questions .
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Indo Ocean Ambassadors
Talk  to  one  of  our  Indo  Ocean  Team  Ambassadors .  Here  

ar  a  few  of  our  past  interns  who  went  through  the  

project  and  are  happy  to  answer  any  of  your  questions .  

Ceara  Wallace  -  New  Zealand

ceara . iona@gmail .com

 
Ceara  jo ined  us  in  July  2018  and  stayed  

around  after  she  was  done  her  program  as  

the  lead  research  assistant .  She  graduated  

with  a  degree  in  microbiology  and  after  

f inishing  1  year  of  med  school  she  packed  her  

bags  and  started  working  on  conservation  

projects .  Since  graduating  she  has  completed  

her  PADI  Instructor  course  and  is  currently  

working  as  an  instructor  in  New  Zealand .

Christopher  Nichols  -  United  Kingdom

cdnichols@hotmail .co .uk

 Chris  jo ined  Indo  Ocean  Project  in  September  

2018 .  After  Ceara ,  he  took  over  the  rol l  of  lead  

research  assistant  assist ing  in  our  Great  

Ocean  Log  application  development  and  

developing  our  turt le  ID  program .  Chris  has  a  

masters  degree  in  biology  and  wil l  be  coming  

back  to  Indo  Ocean  Project  in  September  

2019  as  a  staff  member .  Since  returning  home  

he  has  inl isted  his  gir l f r iend  to  apply !   

Taylor  Irwin  -  United  States  of  America

tirwin@umass .edu

 Taylor  completed  her  internship  in  the  

summer  2018 .  She  was  a  recent  graduate  of  

University  of  Massachusetts  and  was  heading  

back  home  in  September  to  start  her  

graduate  studies  in  marine  conservation  and  

policy .  During  her  stay  she  completed  over  

100  dives  and  became  and  excel lent  dive  

guide  and  f ish  ID  master .  
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